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Docket No. 97-80, PP Docket No. 00-67 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

 Today, Verizon and Microsoft announced that FiOS TV and Internet customers who are 

also Xbox LIVE Gold members will soon be able to view popular live TV channels through their 

Xbox consoles without the need for any extra hardware, such as a set-top box or even a remote 

control.  With this partnership, FiOS TV becomes an application on Xbox 360, and customers will 

be able to use hand gestures to access and interact with FiOS TV through Microsoft’s Kinect 

technology. 

 

This new collaboration demonstrates again how Verizon and other video providers are 

breaking down old technology barriers to deliver to their customers the entertainment experience 

they demand – one in which they will increasingly have the freedom to view and interact with 

content on any device, anytime, anywhere.  As Verizon’s vice president of consumer and mass 

business product management, Eric Bruno, stated in the attached news release, “[w]e want to make 

everything our customers want or need to do, easier and more convenient, by putting the power of 

technology in their hands-through the Internet-connected devices they use every day.”  Just as we 

have explained to the FCC in the past, the demand to consume media on multiple devices is 

driving the marketplace to develop new and innovative ways to make content more accessible.  

Multichannel video programming distributors (MVPDs), software developers, device 

manufacturers, and content providers are all working together to develop new ways for consumers 

to view and interact with content wherever they go on whatever devices they choose.  Government 

regulation in this collaborative, dynamic, and rapidly evolving marketplace – and particularly 

technology mandates such as certain AllVid proposals – is clearly unnecessary and would only 

slow the brisk pace of innovation.  

 

In addition to our news release, I have also attached a presentation by Mr. Bruno delivered 

today at the TV NeXt conference.  The presentation provides more details on the 
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Verizon/Microsoft partnership and on the increasing extent to which consumers are using multiple 

devices to access content. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

cc: Bill Lake 

 Paul de Sa 
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Verizon and Microsoft Announce New FiOS TV-Powered 

Entertainment Experience, Coming Soon to Xbox 360 

 

Companies Collaborate to Offer Live, Multichannel HD TV, Integrated with Kinect, in the 

United States via the Xbox; Expands Verizon FiOS Customers’ Borderless Lifestyles 

 

 

NEW YORK and REDMOND, Wash. – Verizon and Microsoft Corp. today announced 

an agreement that will open the door to a new FiOS TV-powered entertainment experience for 

the Xbox 360 video game and entertainment system.  Using a Verizon-developed software 

application, FiOS TV and Internet customers who are also Xbox LIVE Gold members will be 

able to view popular live TV channels through their Xbox consoles without any extra hardware 

required.  This holiday, Verizon will bring a selection of popular live TV channels to Xbox 360 

and will be a leader in delivering live, multichannel streaming HD TV, integrated with Kinect,  

via the Xbox. 

mailto:bobbi.henson@verizon.com
mailto:eric.kwan@edelman.com
http://www22.verizon.com/
http://www22.verizon.com/Residential/FiOSTV/Overview.htm
http://www22.verizon.com/Residential/FiOSInternet/Overview.htm
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The new collaboration is an important expansion of the breadth of entertainment 

available on Xbox 360 and the latest move by Verizon to break down old technology barriers and 

provide customers the freedom of a borderless lifestyle where they can connect with what they 

love on all their favorite devices.  Utilizing Kinect for Xbox 360, FiOS customers will be able to 

easily discover and enjoy content in extraordinary new ways, all without having to pick up a 

remote control.  

“By bringing the technologically advanced Verizon FiOS TV service to Xbox 360 and 

Kinect, we are advancing our vision to provide the best in entertainment in extraordinary new 

ways,” said Tom Gibbons, corporate vice president of the TV & Service Business for the 

Interactive Entertainment Business at Microsoft.  “Xbox 360 brings all your entertainment, 

friends and family together in one place, and we look forward to introducing Verizon FiOS TV 

to the console this holiday.” 

Verizon’s vision for the future – the Borderless Lifestyle – can be summed up in four 

words: anytime, anywhere, any device. 

“We want to make everything our customers want or need to do, easier and more 

convenient, by putting the power of our technology in their hands – through the Internet-

connected devices they use every day,” said Eric Bruno, vice president of consumer and mass 

business product management for Verizon.  “The Borderless Lifestyle is about erasing old 

technology boundaries and freeing consumers to enjoy entertainment on their own terms.  FiOS 

TV on the Xbox 360 will tap into the magic of Kinect to transform the way people interact with 

TV, providing a game-changing entertainment experience for our customers.” 

 

(NOTE: Verizon/Microsoft Media Availability, Wednesday, Oct. 5. 

Eric Bruno of Verizon is a keynote speaker this morning from 9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. at the TVNext 

2011 conference at the San Jose Airport Garden Hotel, 1740 North First St., San Jose, Calif.  

http://www.tvnextcon.com/
http://www.tvnextcon.com/
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Tom Gibbons of Microsoft will join Bruno during the keynote and a subsequent media 

availability in the Governor’s House, Room A, at the hotel from 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  For 

information, contact Jarryd Gonzales of Verizon at 213-703-1094.) 

 
About Microsoft 

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software, services and solutions 

that help people and businesses realize their full potential.  

 

About Verizon 

Verizon Communications Inc. (NYSE, NASDAQ:VZ), headquartered in New York, is a global leader in 

delivering broadband and other wireless and wireline communications services to consumer, business, 

government and wholesale customers.  Verizon Wireless operates America's most reliable wireless 

network, with more than 106 million total connections nationwide.  Verizon also provides converged 

communications, information and entertainment services over America's most advanced fiber-optic 

network, and delivers integrated business solutions to customers in more than 150 countries, including all 

of the Fortune 500.  A Dow 30 company, Verizon employs a diverse workforce of nearly 196,000 and last 

year generated consolidated revenues of $106.6 billion.  For more information, visit www.verizon.com.  

 

#### 

 
VERIZON’S ONLINE NEWS CENTER: Verizon news releases, executive speeches and biographies, 

media contacts, high-quality video and images, and other information are available at Verizon’s News 

Center on the World Wide Web at www.verizon.com/news.  To receive news releases by email, visit the 

News Center and register for customized automatic delivery of Verizon news releases. 

 

http://www.verizon.com/
http://www.verizon.com/news


TV IS JUST ANOTHER APP

Borderless Entertainment for an Always-Connected World

Eric Bruno

Vice President, Consumer & Mass Business Product Management


























































